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the President these full powers. Slawek, head of the Block,
supported the Prime Minister, for the reason that an emergency
might arise at any moment. Towards the end of the month a
law was passed for the control of cartels by the Government,
in continuance of its policy to equilibrate industrial with
agricultural prices. In contradistinction to the departure of the
United States from gold about this time, Poland definitely adhered
to the gold standard, without the restrictions that obtained else-
where. Poland's struggle against the economic crisis assumed
an almost epic character, and it involved her people in many
sacrifices.
The Budget for 1933-34 was published officially on March 31,
with the Revenue at 2,458 million zlotys and the Expenditure
at 2,448 million zlotys, but long before the close of that year
the figures on both sides of the account had to be scaled downward,
though as 1933 went on there was an improvement in some
directions, if not enough to justify the hope that the tide at last
had turned.
DETENTE WITH HITLER
The controversy over the Four-Power Pact, fathered by Mussolini
and sponsored by MacDonald, not too warmly received by France,
and detested by Poland and the Little Entente, raged with increas-
ing intensity during April. As March was closing Beck told
Erskine, the British Ambassador at Warsaw, that the attitude
of Poland to the pact was quite negative; she had not received
official information of the terms of the pact, but in no case would
she admit that she was bound by a decision of other Powers
respecting herself, for her destinies were and would remain in
her own hands. This statement of policy she afterwards developed
more fully, not so much concerning revision, for her unchangeable
point of view was that there was no question of such a thing as
regarded her territories, but from her invincible objection to
permit any Power or Powers to settle what her Army and
armaments were to be, decisions respecting which were entirely
her own affair. And to this line, not without an oblique reference
to Germany, she kept steadfastly all through the